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SESSION OF 2% JUNE 2005

The meeting was chaired by Mrs. Fatoumata Diakiteg-President of the I.A.J., President
of the African Regional Group, with the particigatiof the Deputy Secretary-General of the 1.A.J.,
Mr. Giacomo Oberto, as well as the following detegaof member associations of the International
Association of Judges and of the African Regionalup:

Burkina Faso Mrs. Lompo Christine, Mr. Compaoré ddgsMr. Da Mwinzie Eric, Mrs.
Ouedraogo Bibata, Mr. Bambara Paulin

Cameroon Mr. N'Soa Philippe Réné

Ilvory Coast Mr. Momblé Messey, Mr. Kouassi Bernavtt, Soungole Charles, Mrs. Amon
Laurence

Mali Mr. Fodié Touré, Mr. Sidibé Alou, Mr. Adama fba, Traoré Issa

Niger Mr. Aladoua Saadou, Mr. Amadou Morou, Mr. Adoa Koundy, Mr. Ibrahim

Malam Moussa, Mr. Maman Sayabou Issa, Mr. AbdouaWaMoussa, Mr.
Cheibou Samna, Mr. Ousseini Djibage Maman Sani,Ibta Laouel Lelegoni,
Mr. Ouman Sidi, Mrs. Issomfou Yacouba, Mr. Gourolggagi Ousman, Mr.
Abdoul Moumouni Ousman, Mr. Iro Roko, Mr. MahamaacBir Amadou,
Mrs. Yacouba Soumana, Mr. Chégou Molli, Mr. Mai Nsa Bachir, Mr.
Sazou Abdou, Mr. Salissou Ousmane, Mr. Csayakayi, 3dh Jssoufou
Bouraime, Mr. Oumarou Rabo, Mr. Gaya Maizoumbou, Mimbo Lamine,
Mrs. Souleymane Ibrahim Yacouba, Mr. Abdjo Dan @GallSamaila, Mr.
Amadou Roufai Issa Bana, Mr. Mamane Boube, MrsoliYécouba, Mrs.
Gonda Fassouma, Mr. Issaka Djingareye; Mr. Oumb@&@oubacar, Mr.
Oumarou Dado, Mrs. Zeinabou Labo, Mr. Alou Aboulvaddr. Gaya, Mr.
Oumaron Rabo Nainassara, Mrs. Abdi Jeannette, Biane Allagbader, Mr.
Gayekay Sabi Abdourahman

South Africa Mr. Cagney John Musi, Mrs. Judith Fredn Schalkwyk

Togo Mr. Aboudou Assouma, Mr. Adboulaye Yaya, MesaAgbavi Komlan

The opening ceremony took place on June 27, 200&3& a.m. During this event, the
Secretary General of tHgyndicat Autonome des Magistrats du Niger (S.A.MA.N.), Mr. Aladoua
Saadou, the President of the African Group, Mrsodraata Diakite and the Minister for Justice of
Niger, Mr. Maty Elh Mussa took the floor. In theuree of this ceremony Mrs. Diakite informed the
assembly that the President of the 1.A.J., Mr. Beih@ad sent a letter to explain the reasons which
prevented him from taking part in the meeting, pitesof his desire to contribute to the work of the
Group. The same applied to First Vice President. Migja Tratnik, as well as to the former Vice
President of the I.A.J., Mr. Louis Denecker.

1. Approval of the summary report of the Group'st laeeting in Valle de Bravo on Octobé&t, 3
2004.

The President of the Group opened the meeting.8018m., by first of all thanking all the
delegates attending the event. She thanked théM8_A. for the organization of the meeting and
the cordial reception. Mrs. Diakite then passedxamine the points on the agenda. She asked
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whether the delegates in attendance had remarkiseoreport, which had been distributed by the
Secretariat. The minutes of the last meeting of Alécan Group held in Valle de Bravo were
approved unanimously. Mrs. Diakite explained thathe end of the meeting of June 27 she will
form two working groups, which will have respectivéo consider the topic chosen for the meeting
of Niamey (“The Legal Status of Women in the Afnchegal Systems”), and the statute of the
African Group.

2. Report on the activities of the President ofAffrccan Group.

Mrs. Diakite submitted then her report as Predidéthe Group. She first of all thanked the
delegates for their confidence as well as for hgqnagreed to travel to Niger for the meeting. After
the meeting of Valle de Bravo Mrs. Diakite triedwmrk out a preliminary draft statute for the
Group, to be discussed during the meeting in Nianse then tried to contact various national
associations of country not pertaining to the LLAid order to draw their attention on the
advisability of joining our association and therdbgtering new applications for membership. She
had also been working on the application of theu@rm the African Union, aiming at obtaining for
the Group status of observer. Mrs. Diakite alsoktpart in the organizational activity of the
meeting of Niamey and patrticipated in the meetifighe Presidency Committee of the LA.J.,
which took place in Rome in May.

As regards the contacts with the countries whiehreot yet members of the 1.A.J., Mrs.
Diakite stressed that in several countries judgege Mot yet set up associations. She noticed, as
regards in particular Benin, that Mr. Assouma ofgddelped to contact the local association,
which is very active. The colleagues of Niger coted the members of the association of Benin by
inviting them to Niamey, but they did not reactthis invitation. As regards Chad, Mrs. Diakite
informed the assembly that judges of this countigently organized a strike. She tried to contact
them and to inform them on the 1.A.J. Unfortunatéhe letter which she had sent to invite them to
Niamey did not receive reaction. The President atsttacted the colleagues of Gabon, of Central
Africa, of Congo Brazzaville and Equatorial Guinéa.these last two countries there are not yet
judges associations and Mrs. Diakite tried to cooeithe colleagues of the need for creating an
association.

The President pointed out that in Valle de Brawe Portuguese colleagues had invited her
to contact colleagues of lusophone Africa. Follagvthat, she had asked the association of South
Africa to contact the colleagues of Mozambique. Bivited as well the delegate of Cameroon to
try to contact judges of neighbouring countrieghsas Congo Brazzaville or Gabon. As regards the
southernmost part of the African continent, a gigant role could be played by the association of
South Africa, which could be used as contact aasiodi with associations such as that of Namibia,
of Madagascar, of Mozambique and Zambia. Mrs. Degiointed out that in Rome the former Vice
President of the 1.A.J. Mrs. Louise Mailhot infordh¢éhat she had met judges of Uganda and
Madagascar. As regards Benin, the President rezgpigbe association of Togo to try to again
contact the colleagues of that country. Togo caldo try to contact the colleagues of Nigeria and
Ghana. The President explained then that in GuGwekry there is no association of judges, but
there is an association of lawyers gathering allgfofessionals of justice. Mrs. Diakite evokedthe
the situation of Tanzania, which had not attend@dnoeetings since those of Madrid in 2001 and
Marrakech in 2002. She added that former Vice BeggiMailhot could meet Tanzanian colleagues
in Arusha (Tanzania).

Coming to the topics related to the statute ofAfrecan Group, Mrs. Diakite recalled the
work made in OQuagadougou, where a commission haad et up to consider this subject. It is now
a question of continuing and of completing this kvor

As regards the application to the African Unione fresident informed the assembly to
have written to the Commission of the African Untoninform it of the wish of the African Group
to receive the statute of observer. Mrs. Diakitgenged on this subject a letter informing her that
the request of the Group had not been taken yexamination by the African Union. The process
has however started.




Mrs. Diakite explained then that she had been esdyagthe preparation of the meeting of
Niamey. She thus went to Niamey in April 2005. 3$fael also proposed to colleagues Touré of
Mali and Kam of Burkina Faso to also travel to Nigbut for professional constraints these
delegates could not accompany her in this mission.

The President informed thereafter the assemblyhef meeting held by the Presidency
Committee of the .A.J. in Rome on May 13 and 1202 One of the topics discussed in Rome had
been that of the organization of the next meetmilarrakech. Mr. Fourket, invited and awaited in
Rome to explain the development of the organisatiovork, had not travel there, while letting
know that he could not leave Morocco, because fasgmce over there was necessary in order to
coordinate the preparations of the meeting of Ndv&mThere was therefore hope to meet Mr.
Fourket in Niamey to have a confirmation of thetestaf the preparatory work of the meeting.
Unfortunately the delegation of Morocco had not edim Niamey, nor Mr. Fourket had sent to the
Secretariat of Rome data and information necegsaoyder to prepare the invitation letter for the
delegates of national associations. Since May #wefariat General did not manage any more to
reach Mr. Fourket. Therefore one could seriouslybddhat the meeting of Marrakech could take
place regularly.

Mrs. Diakite informed the assembly of the debatdsclv took place within the E.A.J.,
during its last meeting which was held in Brugelse $1ited the delegates to reflect on possible
solutions making it possible to organize the megstiof the 1.A.J. with less heavy expenses, in
order to make it possible a larger number of coestto submit their candidatures for the
organization of the meetings. She informed as thellassembly that the Foundation “Justice in the
World” was not, in the present state, in the sitiato be able to help us.

Mrs. Diakite gave finally the floor to the Deputye@etary General Mr. Oberto, who
informed the assembly on the budgetary situatioth@fGroup. According to the last budget of the
I.LA.J., the availability of the African Group atettdate of June 22, 2005 was of € 4.808,02. Mr.
Oberto informed also the assembly about the adsmtsawhich were in arrear in the payment of
their contributions.

Mrs. Diakite read at to this point the message bgrtir. Denecker, former Vice President
of the I.A.J. who had been invited to the meetihfliamey, but who could not take part in it. The
President informed also the assembly of a lettet 8 Mr. Mahouve of the association of
Cameroon, informing her that his association waslalvle to organize the meeting of the African
Group in 2007, instead of 2006.

3. Situation of the Group’s member associations.

The President gave the floor to the different asgimnis attending the meeting.

First of all Mr. Aboudou Assouma (Togo) took thedt to announce the availability of his
association to organize the meeting of the 1.AaJTogo in the case of failure of Morocco. He
pointed out to have already expressed this avétlalduring the meeting in Valle de Bravo. Mrs.
Diakite thanked in the name of the Group Mr. Assadaor this availability.

Mr. Momblé Messey took the floor to illustrate tbarrent situation of the Ivory Coast,
where colleagues who are in the zone occupied éydhels have been experiencing moments of
difficulty. Fortunately there no were losses amprdges. He added that his association took part in
a very active way, during these last years, indbeeelopment significant reforms concerning the
statute of judges and the creation of a schodlhferjudiciary. Association had also set up a mutual
insurance company for all judges, including thos$®are not members of the U.NA.MA.C.I. Part
of the funds generated by the Clerks Offices waested in this project. Mrs. Diakite stressed that
the setting up of this mutual insurance companyccoanstitute an example for other associations
of judges.

Mr. Nsoa of Cameroon took the floor to expressthanks to the African Group and to the
whole I.A.J. for the support received for the calatlire of his association, which recently obtained
the statute of ordinary member, while at the samee tno representative of Cameroon was
attending the meeting of Valle de Bravo for proldeaf visa. He added that the association of
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judges of Cameroon was doing rather well; its Flexsi had been just named director of the office
of human rights and association was promoting #téng up of a mutual insurance company for
judges. He added that for organizational reasorthefassociation they would be able to host the
meeting of the Group in 2007; however, he did nallwele in theory that it could be possible to
organize it in 2006, as it was originally envisagétts. Diakite thanked Mr. Nsoa and invited
Cameroon to do all that was possible in order g@aoize the meeting in 2006.

Mr. Touré Fodié, President of the association ofiMaok the floor to explain that his
association was experiencing some problems, whietevinowever not insurmountable. In that
moment the Government and the Parliament of histcpwere revising the texts concerning the
statute of judges; a new plan of career for judgiisbe prepared and the texts will be probably
adopted by the end of 2005. A council of wise pessoad been set up and that made it possible to
solve a certain number of problems. He also hopebetable to set up soon a mutual insurance
company for judges.

Mrs. Christine Lompo, treasurer of the associatibBurkina Faso, took the floor to explain
the situation of her country, where during the y2804 33 judges left the association to join
another one. Her association was trying to convihese colleagues to reconsider their decision.
The High Judicial Council of Burkina Faso recendgt up a commission on corruption and the
association carried out a public awareness campaigthis topic. Association was also trying to
change the system of evaluation of judges.

Mr. Musi took the floor for the delegation of Sbhuifrica. He explained that his association
has been very much heeded by the Government ofciattry. No decision concerning the
judiciary has been adopted without preliminary edtasion of association. In that moment there
were bills in the Parliament on the statute of pglgSeveral provisions of these projects could
attack the independence of the judicial power,dssbciation was discussing these initiatives and to
try to convince the Parliament of the need for dnag these projects. Moreover the relationship
with the Parliament of South Africa was very godthe association of South Africa will try to
contact the colleagues of Mozambique, Namibia amidbZbwe. Mr. Musi explained as well the
composition and the operation of the body of sdifmistration of the judicial power in his
country; a body which is in charge not only of th@mination and the career, but also for the
disciplinary measures against judges.

Mr. Assouma took the floor for the delegation afgb. He explained that his association
cooperated in an active way with the other powdrthe state. A council of wise persons was
installed and mutual benefit insurance for judgeas wiso set up in Togo.

Mr. Aladoua Saadou took the floor to explain theation of judges in Niger. He evoked the
contents of the letter sent by his associationhentdpics of the “contractualisation” of some high
ranking judges and on the confessional oath of gaddde also recalled that the Presidency
Committee of the I.A.J., invested of the questigrthe President of the Group, invited association
to prepare a detailed report on these two subjétiigvever, the situation developed meanwhile.
Following the strong public awareness campaigniedmout by the S.A.MA.N., the bills were not
adopted and there were strong chances that theidwot be. The presence of delegates from all
the areas of Niger to the meeting of the Africaro@r clearly showed the success of the action
taken by the association. Several bills were umtigrussion on the splitting of functions of the
Supreme Court (which should give birth to a Supremat of Cassation, to a Council of State and
to a Court of Auditors).

Mrs. Diakite thanked the delegates of all assmmat for their explanations and their
contributions to the debate. She stressed thatomeRthe Presidency Committee had invited to
check if the colleagues of Niger wished the adoptnd a resolution, which could be possibly
transmitted to the proper authorities of the countr

Mrs. Diakite read out two e-mail messages senthéo Secretariat General of the 1LA.J.,
concerning the situation of a judge of Mauritangaveell as the judicial power of Tunisia. Mr.
Oberto took the floor to explain that, being e-nma#ssages, one could not have the certainty that



they were sent by the people indicated, nor thatdbscribed situations correspond to reality.
Moreover, no action was requested to the I.A.th@se messages.

The President closed the meeting at 1.30 p.manmpuncing the setting up of two working
groups. The first will have to cover the subjectiegal statute of the women in the African legal
systems. The second will have to consider the pragjestatute of the African Union of Judges.

After the meeting at the plenary sitting, on Ju@ea27.00 p.m., a committee made up of the
heads of the delegations of the various countriet umder the presidency of Mrs. Diakite
(President). In attendance were Mr. Oberto (Deptgretary General), Mrs. Lompo (Burkina
Faso), Mr. Musi (South Africa), Mr. Nsoa (CameraoMy. Saadou (Niger), Mr. Touré (Mali), Mr.
Momblé Messey (lvory Coast). The committee, aftdorg discussion, decided to instruct the
Deputy Secretary General Mr. Oberto, to write ® ltonorary President Mr. Tarek Bennour, to ask
for his intervention in order to try to re-estahlisontacts with the association of Tunisia. The
committee also discussed possible solutions toceethe costs of the organization of the meetings
of the 1LA.J. After a long discussion, the comnatteleased the following proposals: a) To avoid
reducing the number of the participants; b) To @ekassociation which organizes the meeting to
try to avoid excessive expenses; ¢) To envisagestbersion on the last day of the meeting and not
to offer the price of the room for the last nigt);If these solutions were to prove insufficienteo
could then think to a reasonable increase in doutions. The Presidency Committee should inform
on this subject the organizers of the meetings. ddramittee focused then on the situation of
Niger. After a long discussion on the subject, tbenmittee decided not to evoke the topic during
the plenary session, but to thank the authoritideehosting country for the assistance provided t
the preparation of the meeting of Niamey. It wasidied that the President briefly evoked the
subject at the time of the audience which the Besdiof the Republic would grant her. This
restricted meeting was closed at 8.00 p.m.

MEETING OF JUNE 28

The meeting was opened by the President at 5.45 i.the presence of the same delegates
who attended the meeting of June 27. Moreover,dilegation of Senegal, composed by Mr.
Ndongo Fall and Mr. Youssoupha Diallo was in ateema. The President pointed out that two
working groups had been formed.

The first group considered the topic of the legalige of women in the African legal
systems. It was composed of the following delegatés Fodié Touré (Mali - President); Mr.
Soumana Tinder (Niger - rapporteur); Mr. Adama Fan{Mali); Mr. Nsoa (Cameroon); Mrs.
Lompo and Mrs. Ouedraogo Bibata (Burkina Faso); Waya (Togo); Mr. Musi (South Africa);
Mr. Kouassi Bernard and Mrs. Amon Laurence (lvorga€t); Mr. Ousmane Oumarou and Mr.
Lawali Danda (Niger).

Mr. Soumana Amadou read the report worked out lgy gloup on the legal statute of
women in Africa and the conclusions of this workteh a discussion the assembly unanimously
approved the report and the conclusions.

4. Study of the draft statutes of the Group.
5. Miscellaneous.

The second working group considered the topic efStatute of the African Union Judges.
The group was composed of the following delegatds. Momblé Messey (lvory Coast -
President); Mr. Kouassi Guessan Bernard (Ilvory €eaapporteur); Mrs. van Schalkwyk (South
Africa); Mr. Assogbavi Komlan (Togo); Mr. Traorésks and Mr. Sidibe Badara Alou (Mali); Mr.
Nsoa (Cameroon); Mr. Compaoré Pascal and Mr. Baanfigurkina Faso); Mr. Soungole Charles
(Ivory Coast); Mr. Abdoul Moumouni Hamidou, Mr. Abd Jibo and Mr. Ayouba Hassan (Niger);
Mr. Mahamane Boukari (Attorney General of Niger).




Mr. Kouassi Guessan Bernard read out of the repiohis working group and project of
Statute of the African Union of Judges. A long dssion took place on the various articles of the
project. At the end of the discussion Mrs. Diakaquested Mr. Oberto to explain the history of the
I.LA.J. and its operating mode, by underlining thech that the statutes of the African Union of
Judges do not deviate from the statutes of thell.Aas the African Union of Judges would
constitute only a Regional Group of the 1.A.J.1 jilse the E.A.J. Mr. Oberto took the floor to réca
the history of the I.LA.J. and to explain its goatsiteria for membership and operating mode,
especially with regard to the four regional groups.the end of the discussion the assembly
decided, on the proposal of the President, to dafgrdecision on this topic to the next meeting of
the Group.

The meeting was closed at 8.00 p.m.

MEETING OF JUNE 29

On Wednesday, June 29, 2005, at 8.30 a.m., thedBnesof the African Group, in
accordance with the recommendations which had beaede the day before by the general
assembly, brought together all the heads of detegaiattending the meeting to discuss the two
points which had been left aside, namely the qoestf the relations of the SAMAN with the
authorities of Niger, and the follow-up of a messagnt by a Tunisian who had said to be a judge
of that country.

In attendance of the meeting were: Mr. Momble F& lvory Coast, Mr. Fodie for Mali, Mr.
Soa for Cameroon, Mrs. Lompo for Burkina Faso, Mssouma for Togo, Mr. Fall for Senegal,
Mr. Saadou for Niger, Mr. Musi for South Africa.

1* point: Problem of the SAMAN. The President infodhtbat she had been received by the
President of the Republic of Niger with the Seanetaeneral of SAMAN and the Deputy Secretary
General of the IAJ, after having explained that lshé to participate in restricted committee to this
meeting, having regard to the restrictions impdsgtheir host.

Mrs. Diakite explained that President Tandja wasnbeilling to assist her and our group to
obtain the accreditation by the African Union. TReesident of the Republic explained during the
meeting that in a context of financial scarcity amoen the material concerns of the judiciary are
not taken into account by the two other powergs itormal that the judicial power make its voice
heard. He added that he understood very well theements within justice with regard to the
difficulties found everyday by its principal actarsparticular the judges.

Finally, and addressing himself to the leadershef $AMAN, he said to understand certain
extreme stands, which are often related to thehyotiits members.

2" point: accreditation with the A.U. President Tandioreover urged the President of the
African Group to give to the Minister for justicé Miger, before the meeting of the A.U. to be held
in January 2006, all the documents relating tol&k as well as all the instruments necessary for
the accreditation. This in order to allow him t@egent the subject to the other heads of Stateglurin
their next meeting.

Concerning the problem of Tunisia, the heads oéghion agreed that it would be better to
send a mission of exploration to Tunisia to chduk authenticity of the denunciation which was
made (by e-mail) and also the reality of thesesfact

A discussion took then place on following questions

Mr. Fall requested information on the organizatminthe next meeting of the IAJ. The
President answered that it was not sure that Moresauld organise the meeting this year taking
into account the difficulties which she evoked tlay before in front of the plenary session. She
added that Togo stood as a candidate to organesaftitementioned meeting in January or at the
beginning of February 2006. However, the candigatfr Morocco had not yet been officially
withdrawn, and the Presidency Committee would faimed.

Mr. Fall asked as well for a resolution on the dguesof Niger. Mr. Saadou in the same
direction wished that there be a resolution on diteation of the judiciary in Niger, especially
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taking into account that, even if the bill on theligious oath had been withdrawn by the
government before the Parliament, the questiohefcbntractualisation still existed and it would
be good that the African Group take a public stamdhis topic.

However it was agreed that for the hearing thahted of the State granted to the President
of the Group in presence of our colleague Mr. Saadavas necessary to believe in the good faith
of the authorities of Niger and to avoid deteriorgtthese good results by a declaration which
would be likely to harm these efforts.

As far as the statutes of the Group were concethedjeads of delegations were agreed that
they will examine such statutes and contributentrtdrafting. Then the text will be subjected by
the President of the Group to the Presidency Cotaeejitwhich will examine them in order to
harmonize them with the statutes of the 1AJ. Finah a third stage, a delegation of the African
Group will travel to Niamey to give all the docunterio the Minister for justice, so that he
transmits them to the Head of the State beforentbeting of the A.U. which will take place in
January 2006. The President of Niger will therefoeeable to address this issue with the other
Heads of State. Nothing being left on the agenuaPresident declared close the meeting at 10.50
a.m.

The closing ceremony took place at 11.30 a.ntheapresence of the President of the Group
and of the delegates who had been attending ttetio meetings.

The President opened the debates by giving inditaibn the continuation of the program,
namely:

- Report of the meeting with the Head of the Stditdiger;

- Reading of the Commission Report on the topithefcongress;

- Continuation of the points left opened the dafplee

- Financing of the next congresses of the 1AJ.

Report of the meeting with the President of thel®dip of Niger

Mrs. Diakite submitted to the assembly a short repbthe meeting which the President of
Niger granted her. She pointed out that the Prasities shown his willingness to help our Group to
obtain its approval before the African Union. ltliwbe also retained that the misunderstandings
between the government and the direction of thg&sd\ssociation of Niger were cleared, thanks
to the benevolent comprehension shown by the Hetite Gtate.

On the financing of the meetings of the 1AJ

The President evoked before the assistance thewcwof the Presidency Committee of the
IAJ on the financing of the next meetings. Todayirdries are no longer eager to organize the
meetings of the IAJ. Vis-a-vis this situation, fPesidency Committee considered several solutions
going from the limitation of the number of delegate the setting-up of a special contribution.
Finally, such solutions were retained:

- issuing insistent recommendations to the orgasizeorder to invite them to eliminate as
far as possible, superfluous expenses (e.g. thesra could be made optional);

- trying not to lodge delegates in de luxe hotblng satisfied from now on with simply
suitable and protected hotels;

- an increase in contributions could be considesely if measures thus recommended
proved to be insufficient.

- On the whole, the Presidency Committee decidatlttiere would be no reduction in the
number of delegates.

On the topic of the congress

This commission was chaired by Mr. Fodié Touré. Tdqgoorteur and the president of the
commission on the topic of the congress took therfand read out resolution on this subject. This
one was unanimously adopted by the participants.
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On the setting-up of the statutes of the Group

The commission on the statutes was chaired by MomMé assisted by Mr. Charles
Soungole, as rapporteur. These persons in chaageord the report of this commission. However,
the text proposed to the approval of the assistaoreprised some incompatibilities with the
statutes of the IAJ. It was therefore decided thataforementioned text will be re-examined by the
president of the Group helped by Mr. Giacomo Obhemoorder to eliminate from it all its
provisions which would turn out to be against tleatd of the IAJ, in order to render it in
conformity with these provisions. The final textpapved by associations members of the Group
will be given to the President of the Republic af&t before January 2006 by a delegation of the
Group, which will be led by Mrs. Diakite and wholMinclude at least two other members of the
Group.

The President Diakite concluded the works by agla@mking the Association of Niger, as
well as all colleagues, of the perfect organizatbthe meeting, their hospitality and the excdllen
working conditions during the meeting.

The $tdent
Fatoumata Diakite
The Deputy Secretary General
Giacomo Oberto

Enclosure: Conclusions of the Commission relatothe “The Legal Status of Women in the
African Legal Systems”.



CONCLUSIONSOF THE COMMISSION RELATING TO
THE LEGAL STATUTE OF WOMEN IN THE AFRICAN LEGAL SYSTEMS

THE COMMISSION:

Considering the ratification by our States of timeinational legal instruments above quoted;
Considering the insufficiency of certain provisiomd our respective national legislations;
Considering the ignorance of the international legatruments by the actors of justice of our
States;

Considering the illiteracy of our populations ahe tittle interest which they grant to the actidn o
the legislator;

SUGGESTS

1. — to deliver and to make available for judgesittiernational legal instruments ratified and come
into effect;

2. —to correct the verified inadequacies;

3. — to our States to spread a culture throughntbans of training, publicity campaigns and by
facilitating the access to justice by women;

4. — to introduce into the national legislations ttrinciple of parity between man and woman in
national and international institutions and orgatians, in accordance with article 5 of the
declaration of the African Union in its ordinaryssen of 6, 7 and 8 July, 2004, in Addis Ababa;

RECOMMENDS

To the judges to get acquainted with and to agpdyprovisions of the aforesaid international legal
instruments.

Niamey, June 29, 2005.

The Commission



