INTERNATIORAL ASSOCTIATION OF JUDGES

Minutes of the meeting held by the Central Council in Triesenbers,
Liechtenstein, on Cctober & and 17, 1984,

Morning =session of Octoher H,

Present: Mr.Br#ll, Mr.Decker, Mr,.De Mattia, Mr.de Vreese, Mr.Eaufmann
and Mr.Saied, Honorary Presidents of the Asscciation; the President,
¥r.Tillinger: the First Vice-Fresident, Mr.de Miranda Rosa; the Vice-
Presidents, Mr.Braunschweig, Mr.Ndiaye and Mr.Woratsch; the Secretary
General, Mr.Longo and the Deputy Secretary General, Mr.Meriggiola; and
the following delegates as representatives of their national associat-
lons:

AUSTRALIA Mr.Gallop and Mr.Mc Gregor

AUSTRTA s Mr.Woratsch

BELGITM Mr.Bonbled and Mrs.Bourgecis

BRRAZIL Mr.de Miranda Roga and Mr.Dalmo Silva
FINLAND Mr.farela and Mr.Kiuru

FRAKCE Mr.Braunschweig and Mr.Gomesz

GERMANY Mr.lecnardy and Mr,.Voss

ICELAND Mp.Snaevarr

IRELAND Mr,Walsh

ISRAEL Mr.Nathan and Mr.Wallach

ITALY Mr.Mosetto

IVORY CODAST Mr, Aiphing HKonassi and Mr.EKablan

JAPAN Mr.Yoshinaga EKozachi

LIECHTENSTEIN Mr.5totter and Mr.Rederer

LUXEMROTRG Mr.Penning and Mr.Heuter

MOROCOD Mr.Dacudi

NETHERLANDS Mr.Manachot and Mr.Van Raalte

RORWAY Mr.Christiansen

EQORTUGAL Mr.Sa'Negtueira and Mr.TPexeira Martinos
SENEGAL Mr.Fdiaye and Mr.Diene

EWEDEN Mr.Litzén

SWITZERLAND Mr.Aepplli and Mr.Abravanel

TUNISIA Mr.Benabdelghaffar

URITED EINGDOM Lord Rebertsen and Mr.Douglas Hughes,

The seesion was opened at 10.30 a.m..

The President, on hehalf of the Couneil, thanked the Assceiation of
Judgea of Liechtenstein for having gemercusly agreed to host and organ-
iza the meeting:; he extended a warm welcome to all participants, and

in particular to the delegations of Auatralia, Iceland, and Israel,
which were attending a meeting of the Central Couneil for the Iirst
time,

Mr.Tillinger, speaking on behalf of the entire Association, then thanked
the Jonorary Preasidents for the invaluable contributiom, in terma of
+heir experience, that they continued to give to the activities of the
TAT.

Approval of the minutes of the Dakar meatine.

The President asked the members of the Counecil if they had any comments
to malke on the minutes of the meeting held in Dakar the previous year.
Ho comments having been made, he declared the minutes approved.
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Appointment of two auditors responsible for erxamining the finanedial

Teport. B

After a brief consultation, the participants decided to empower Mr.
Douglas Hughes and Mr.Bomnbled to audit the finaneial report drawn up
by the Becretary General, with a view to the submission of their
conclusions at the sesaion of october 11,

Report of the President on the activities of the Association.

In the course of a brief summary of the debate held during the Dekar
meeting with regerd to the application for admission by the national
agsociation of the judges of Israel, the President recalled that the
Central Council hed decided at its last session at the end of Buch
debate, that a vote on the subject should be takem by correspondsnce,
in accordance with a apecial provision of the IAJ Statutes. In accord-
ance with with this decision, he himself, with the assistance of the
Secretary General and the Deputy Secretary General, had taken care of
the opening of the voting carda, and the counting of the ballots, in
Rome, in January. The result of the vote, which was in favour of grant-
ing the applicaticn, had been duly publicized among all member-assoc-—
iations. :

Moving on to another of the subjects already dealt with in Dakar, the
President announced that the negotiations conducted by the Secretary
Genersl with the United Natiomns Social Defence Research Institute
{(UNSDRI) had beer successful, UNSDRI having agreed to ceoperate in and
to fund the publication of the English version of an updated text of
the book:"Le juge dans la nouvelle scciété", The publication of this
book, which will alsc contain a summary account of &f the sctivities
of USSDRI, was almest ready. This achievement would net only provide
an oppertunity for maeking the IAJ better knmown all over the world, but
would also represent a first step towards future regular co-operation
ith the United Nations. The strengthening of ties with the United
Nations would, as the Council had stressed on many occasions, enable
the IAT to play an ever more active role in international affairs.
Howaver, bafore concluding any agreement with UNSDRI, the Secretary
zeneral informed member-associations in advance.

Last HMay, the President, the Vice-Presidents, and the Secretary General
mat in Rennes for a meeting of the Presgidency Committee. They were inv-
ited there by the Union Syndicale des Magistrats Frangais, so as %o take
Part in its annual Conference, which gave them the opportunity to meet
their French colleagues, as well as the French Minister of Justice. The
Pregident again thanked Mr., Eraunschwelg, Vice-President of the IAJ,

and Mr.Gomez, President of the French asscciation of judges, for their
warm hospitality, and congratulated them on the success of the Confer-
Ehca,

Likewise in May, the President attended the annual meeting of the
Scandinavian Couneil of Judges and Lawyers in 0sle, where he was able to
hold an exchange of views with the other participants on problems of
metual interest, and, in partieular, those which concern the TAJ more
directly.

As regards the situation of the Judiciary in Poland, a matter which is
followed constantly oy the Bwedish association of judges, he lesarned that
the pelicy of the Polish government was still to limit the freedom of
Judges, in particular in criminal proceedings regarding cases of un-
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authorized strikes. It wounld sesm that the government had exercised
pressure on these courts called upon to try cases brought against

members of "Eolidarity". The President of the World Federation for

Human Rights, Mr.van Dyke, who had recently visited Poland with represent-
atives of Amnesty Interrational, confirmed that judges in that country
rermanently ran the risk of being subject to disciplinary, and even
¢riminal sanctions.

Besides, it seemed that the position of the judges of the Supreme Court
of FPakistan was no hetter.

Something of the kind could alse be said about Turkey, whers martisl law
was gtill in foree: ewcepticnally severe sentences had been imposed by
the govermment, including,in two cases, the death penalty, for public-
ations going against the politiecal line of the government. Torture was
widely practised in prisons, and courts martial, manned by both members
of the armed forces and two professional judgesa, had never reacted when
informed of crimes of this kind, even when the allegation wes made in
the course of testimonies given in public trial. The judges of the
Supreme Court would seem to have kept their independence; however, as
they were limited in their judgments to questions of pure law, they were
in reality deprived of the power necessary to stand up agzinst the abuses
committed by the regime,

In Tugoslavia, on the other hand, judges enjoyed a remarkable degree of
freedom, except in trials for political offences, in which, according to
the admissions of Mr.Popovie, an eminent legal achelar who had often
scted as defence lawyer in these cases, the executive wielded its power
in a very wide-ranging and hesvy-handed manner.

The President ended his report by inviting all member-mssociations to
keep themselves informed om the evolution of Justiece in the aforement-
ioned countries, and to send the Secreteriate General all useful inform-
ation so as to enable it to keep an active and constant eye on develop—
ments, with a view to the possible taking of action to safeguard the
independence of the judiciary. At the same time, he exhorted all member-
asgoclations to take part, whenevar peossible, in eny meetings which might
be convened to that end by intermational organizations. Since the IAJ's
finances for the time being, did not sllow the Secretariate to provide
funding for such participation, he suggested that each association should
study the best wey to organize the sending of delegates, if necessary by
tryingto reach an agreement with the assoclations of neighbouring
countries with a visw to the establishment of a sort of rota for this

purpose.

Beport of the Secretarv General.

b — b e

In illustrating the finaneial raport, coplea of which had been circulated
among all delegations, the Secretary General informed the audience that
this year too he had hed to limit expenditure becausze of the constant
increase in costa, particularly postage and telephone costs. By 2 policy
of careful budgeting, hewever, he had once again maraged to keep expend-
iture slightly lower than receipts.

Az wag clear from the written report, all member associationa had paid
their yearly contribution, with the exception of Paraguay, Uruguay,
Argentina, Lebancon, Morocco, and Greece.

The first four associations had paid no contribution and given hardly any
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gign of life for some years, The Greek asscciation had paid no contrib-
uticn since 1983, and appeared to be bhaving organizational diffieunltiss.
Bumour had it that a new assosiation of judges belonging to the higher
racking courts of that country had recently been formed, but the Secrat-
ariate had hitherto received no official, more precise notificetion in
this regard. It might perhaps be useful to make digcrest enquirizg on
the spot or else contact Greek Judges direetly, albeit privately, to
fipd out better about the real situation there, scmething which might be
done by a colleague belonging to one of the member associations, even,
for example, whilst on heliday in Greece.

Mr.Tonge reported that in Cansda thepe Was an assocliaticn of judges of
the superior courts. However, after initial contact it had made with
the Secretariate, this association had pot Jet given notice of its int-
sntions as regards applying for memberahip of the TIAJ.

Pagsing on to another subjeet, the Becretary General thanked Mp.Walah
for his aceurate apd patient revisionm of the amended and updated text

of the bock "The role of the Judze in contempeorary gociety”, the firet
full translation of which (from the French and the Italian texts) was
kindly made by Mr.Douglas Hughes. The volume was intended to be cireule
ated amongst sll UN member countries, 80 as to make the IAJ hetter nown
and teo increass its prestige in all parts of the world, The Secretary
General showed all delegates the "logos", as approved by the Fresidenecy
Committee in Rennes, which was to be printed on the cover of the heok
(together with the "logos" of the United Nations): this logos represented
scales encircled by a wreath of olive brenches.

Remarks by delegates en the reports of the Iresident and the Secretary
General.

Mr.Woratseh infermed the Council that, at the request of the FPresident,
bhe had represented the IAJ in Varenna at an international conference held
in preparation of the 7+h UK Congress on Crime Prevention and the Treat-
ment of offenders.

A8 regards the Polish Judiciary, he had heard that Polish Judges were
3t1ll subject to pressure by the government, although 1284 had seen a
certain improvement in the mituatien in Poland, ms in other Secialist
countrieg, A meeting of Auatrian and Folish ju&ges would be held paxt
Fear, either in Viemna or in Poland, and this womld certainly be an
excellent opportunity for the gathering of more precige information., In
the meantime, the Jeurmal of the Austrisn Association of Judzes was to
Publiah an article concerning the situnation of the Judieciary in Poland,
with a view, inter alia, to arocusing interest amongst Austriasn Judgea in
the probhlem, and invelving them in the process of normalisation (seeming-
1y under way since a few months), by expressly reporting all abuses which
came to their notica.

More recently, mereover, Mr,Woratseh had had some contacts with anp

association of 3lovenian dudges ard he hoped shortly to be able to

contact their new president, who had been elected only a few months
earlier,

Mr.Tillinger then gave the floor to Mr.Bombled, who invited the Couneil
to examine the situation of the asseciations of judges of Lebanon, Para-
Zuay, Uruguay, and Arzentina and to decide what asetion should be taken in

respect of these agsociationa, including perhaps even to gtrike them off
the membership liast of the TAJ. As regards Greece, he thought it would be
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useful for the President to inform himsels either from a judge of the
superior courts, or even of the Supreme Jourt of that country.

At this point the First Vice=Fresident, Mr.de Mirards Rosa, was given the
floor, in order to bring the Couneil up to date as regards the situation
of the judieiary in Latin Amsrica.

Argentina was gradually becoming a fully demecratie country again. There
were two associations of Judges in Argentina: one, in Buencs Aires,
grouped together federal Judges; the other, in Mendoza, grcuped together
Jjudges of the lowsr courts. The president of the first association had
informed lMr.de Miranda Hosa that its members were interested in develop—
ing their international profile, and had already Jolned the Latin-

American Federation of Judges,

In Uruguay, although Judges were not fer the time baing permitted to
assemble in an aszsociation, there wars nevertheless digtinet signs of a
return to a more liberal regime in the not too distant future.

Unfortunately, this was not at all true as regards Paraguay, which had
aitherto given no news of itself,

Therefore, Mr.de Mirapda Hosa considered that only the Judges' associat-—
ion of Paraguay (whiech, Jporecver, already seemed to have ceased to exis+
for gome yeari{ should be struck off the membership list, all the more
in that there seemed to be no reasonable hope, for the time being, of an
improvement in the situation of that country. As regards the other
countries mentioned above, on the other hand, it would be zdviszable +g
walt and see whether the s8ituation might not improve, as was dems with
Greece, at the +time of the dictatorship.

Mr.Douglag Hughes, Mr.Gomez and Mr.Wdiaye agreed with Mr,.de Miranda Rossa.
Mr.Ndiaye added in this regard that, according to its statutes, the IAJ
was committed to deferding the independence of the judiciery and humesn
rights wherever these might appear to be threatened. To strike off an
association from the membership list would mean denying the TAJ's support
just when it was most sariocusly needed, He Thought that sueh an approach
should, whenever Posaible, be avoided.

Mr.Ndiaye took %his oppertunity to reccommend thet the Pregident and the
Secretary General promote inquiries with the aim of gathering information,
country by eountry, from which it would he rosgible to make a systematie
aurvei of the situation of the Judiciary, wherever news had reached the
IAJ that the freedom of actien of judges might be in danger of heing
regtricted. The IAT might give individual national assoeciationa the task
of carrying out such inquiries and of reporting to the International Ass-
oclation on regional problems of that kind,

After a brief exchange of opinions, the Couneil resolved that the problem
of regional inquiries trought up by Mr.Ndiave should, given its import-
ance, be ineluded in the agenda for the meeting of the following year,

The President recalled that recourse to a8 system of inquiry had been ad-
vecated on many occasions, both by the United Nations and by the Coumeoil
of Europe.

The sessicn was adjourned at 12.30 p.m. until the aftermoon.

Afternoon session of Detober 8.
The session resumed at 2 Pall., attended by the same persons as took part




in the morning session.

Amendments to the Statutes end to the Regulations of the IAJ.

The Fresident submitted for the Council's approval & new text of art.5
(1) of the Statutes, drafted in accordance withk the Proposed amendment
sent by the Secretary General to all member asseciations some time before,

Following comments by Lord Robertson, Mr.Nathan, Mr.Walsh and the Presid—
ent himself, propesing minor corrections of a lexieal nature, the Council
unanimeusly resolved te approve the following bropesal: "The Pregident
represents the International Asscociation of Judges. He directsz the Ass—
ociation. He shall be assisted by five Vice-Presidents, whom he =hall
convene as a Presidency Committee, if possible at least once & year”,

At this peoint Mr.Bonbled moved that a rule be inserted in the Statutes,
laying down the procedure to be followed for gserving notice on and with-
drawing the right to membership of associatiens in arrears with the Tay-
ment of their membership dues. On this motion the Council reserved it—
salf the right, following assessment of the case for taking action on
this subject, of setting up a small group reaponsible for examining the
procedures which could be sdopted, and which sheuld +then raport its
conclusions to the Presidency Committee,

“he President sugpeated adding a new article 11 to the ten articles of the
Eesulations for the appliecation of the Statutes of the ITAT. Following =
short debate, the Council reselved to approve this new article, whieh
reads as follows:

Article 11,
Jor the admission of new members the following rules schall be applied:

L. Only one assceimtion or national representative group of each country
can be asdmitted te the International Association of Judges.

II. The assceiation or group applying for membership must be sufficiently
representative of the judiciary of itse country., Its repregentativeness,
however, shall not be evaluated by using the standard of requiring a
inimum percentage of the whole number of Judges of that eountry. Neither
the existence of by-laws of the assoeiation or group shall be eonaids
ered a8 a necesgary prerequisite,

?II. The applicant association or group shall furnish evidencae that, hav-
1ng regard te its activities and to the principles which govern them, it
pursuas aims conforming to those indicated ip the Statutes of the Intern-
atlional Association of Judges,

LV. In any case, prior +o granting membership, the Central Council ef the

Lntarna@in;a} association of Judges shall ascertain that the independence
of the judicial power iz in reality guaranteed in the country involwved.

Frotection of human rights. Drawing up of a list of judpes willione +o
take part in Tntervafional commissions ol lnguiry set up by the Unitsed
Hations or other infternational preranizatlions.

Mr.Longe reported to the Council that he had had contacts with a TAprag-
entative of one of the UN Commissions, whe had informed him that *he UR
sometines provided the necessary funding fer +he carrying ocut of
inguiries, whenever anvy seriocus vialatien of human rights was reported
in eny part of the world and the IAJ was called upen te intervens,
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The Council unanimously resclved that esach member associztion should
;nmmpnicata the names of two judges willing to man such commissions of
inquiry.

The President also mentioned the possibility of establishing close eco-
operation with Amnesty International for the protection of humen rights.

Finally, the delegation of Israel handed over to the 3scretary Ceneral
an article by Mr.Naethan, concerning the judicial control exercised by
the Israeli Supreme Court over the action of the military forees in the
Palesgtinian territorisa. This artiecle is at the disposal of all deleg-
ates desiring to look at it.

Farticipation of the IAJ in the 7th UN Internationsl Congress on Crime
Frevention end Treatment of Offenders. MLilan, T05G.

Mr.Longe informed participants that he had taken part in a preparatory
meeting for the abovementioned Congress at Eellagio, Italy. The dise-
ussions at the meeting concerned the problems of juvenile delinguency,
locked at ®oth from a scientifie standpoint in genersl and on the basis
of a comparison between legal aystems. Since 1985 has been declared by
the UN as the year of young people, he pointed out that it might be a
good idea to select for study by the TAJ's Study Commissions topics rel-
ated to this subject,

Fr.Longo alae reported that in September Mr.3crevens, Fresident of the
Third Commission, took part with him, on behalf of the IAJ, in a seminar
en juvenile delinquency, organized in Rome by the United Mations Social
Defence Research Inatitute (UNSDRI). The IAJ was the only "NGO" (non-
governpental organization having consultative status with the UN) invited
toc take part in the seminar.

This event was followed by another preparatory meeting for the UN Congres:
in Milan, This meeting was held in Varenna, and the Association was repr-
egented there by Mr.Woratsch, Viece-President of the IAJ.

Hegarding this point, Mr.Woratsch tock the floor and pointed out that
whereas the meeting in Varenna was devoted to an examination of various
aspects of the penal policy (inter alia, torture and cepital punishment),
at another meeting held in Vienna in March this year the participants
dealt with the subject of the independence of the judiciary, this too

in preparation for the Congress in Milan, as one of the subjects to be
treated at the Congress, The IAT's active presence at the Milan Congress
te be held ip August 1985, would for all these reasens seem to he rot
merely important, but even indispensable.

The President expressed his wish that many member assccistions would send
delezates to the Congress, since the topics to be dealt with there are of
greet interest to the IAJ. He nevertheless informed the audience that ths
IAJ was not in & position to pay the travelling and subsistence expenses
of the delegatea attending in Milan, irrespective of whether such deleg-
ateg would be the reprasentatives of the IAJ or of one of its member asg=
cciations.

SJortcoming meetings of the Central Council and Study Commissions.

Mr.Chriatiansen confirmed that the Norwegisn Asscciation intended to inwve
1te the Central Council and the three Etudy Commissions to hold their
meetings the folleowing wyear in Oslo, in a hotel located in the city
centre. The dates of this meeting would be 17, 18 and 19 June, which is
surely the best time from the point of view of the weather to be sxpected.
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The number of participants at the meeting should not, however, exceed
BO=-S0 persons. -

The Council expressed its appreciation to the Horwegian delegation by
nnanimous applause.

The Council then decided to inelude on the sgenda of the meeting to be
neld in Oslo a proposal put forward by Mr.Manachot, who asked that the
cage should be lockad inte for extending the durstion of the mandate of
the Presidents to three years, subject to it being possible for the
mandate %o be renewed. He furthermore suggested that each Vice-President
should be given responsibility for running one brench of the IAJ's
activities.

Mr.de Vreese did not however agree with the first part of this proposal,
for, in his cpinion, an extension of the duration of the mardate would
rrevent satisfaction being given to¢ the aspirations of those associations
which migh%t desire to have one of their members as President.

The session was adjourned at 3.20 p.m..

Seggion of Oetoher 11,

The session resumed at 9 a.m., in the presence of the same persons as
had teken part in the seasiones of October 8, 83 well as Mr,Endresen and
Mrs.Andreasen, representing the Norwegian and Danish associations TESh-
sctively, Mr.Mahjoub, as delemate of the Tunisian assccistion alensside
¥r.Benabdelghaffar, and in addition to Mr.Mosetto, President of the
Second Btudy Commission, Mr.Zrings and Mr.Screvens, Presidents of the
Firast and the Third Commissions respectivelwy.

Zeport of the suditors responaible for examining the financial report.

Mr.Dougzlas Eughes and Mr.Fonbled stated that they had carefully examined
the statemsnt of the accounts, and the materials backing them up, which
“hey had been given by the Secretary Genersl, and that they had ascert-
ained them to be in order from every point of view.

The Central Council unanimously spproved the finaneial report submitted
by the Secretary General and gave him discharge in accordance with the
rroviaions of article 5 of the Regulations for the applieatien of the
otatutes.

The Fresident brought the audience up to date as regards the fact that
he had instructed the Secretariate to invest some of the cash in hand,
for brief pericds, in State Treasury Bonda.

Elzction of the President, the Vice-Fresidents, the Secretary General and
the Deputy Secretary General,

Mr,Walsh propesed that Mr.de Miranda Rosa should be appeointed President.

So objections having been raised, Mr.de Miranda Rosa was scclaimed Pres-—
ident of the Associstion by the Council.

Again by acclamation, Mr.Woratech and Mr.Rdiaye were confirmed inm their
offices of Vice-Presidents.

fegarding the other posts of Vice-President, Mr.Litzén and Mr.Kinru put

forward Mr.Christiansen as a candidate; Mr.Vess proposed Mr.Lecnardy as

2 candidate; Mr.de Vreese, Mr.Mosetto and the Prench delegation rproposed
Mr.Walsh; Mr.Stotter proposed Mr.Bonbled; and then finally Mr.Dalmo
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8ilva proposed Mr.3a'logueira.

On a proposal by the President the partieipants approved the taking of

a vote for the three Vice=Presidents by writing on the ballot sheets
{two ballot sheets per association) three names, chosen from among those
of the candidates. Those sheets bearing more or fewer than three names,
or =lse the names of persons other than the candidates would be declarsd
rull and wvoid.

The Council voted by seeret ballot, the outcome of the ballet being 47
votes for Mr.Walgh, 45 for Mr.Christiansem, 27 for Mr.Sa'logueira, 2
for Mr.Leaonardy and & fer Mr.Bonbled.

The President secordirngly declared that Mr.Walsh, Mr.Christiansen and
Mr.3a'Nozusira had been elected Vice-Fresidents. He then asked whether
there were any proposals, among the five Vice-Fresidents, for the elect-
ion of a First Vice-Fresident. The names of Mr.Walsh and Mr.Woratsch were
mentioned by some of the delegates in this regard. Mr.Walsh stated that
he would prefer not to be a candidste for the pest of First Vice-Fresid-
ant, snd Mr.Woratsech was sccordingly elected by acclamation.

The Saseretary Genersl and the Deputy Secretary Genersl were confirmed in
their offices by zcclamation snd Mr,Tillinger was elected Honorary Freasg=
ident. The latter expressed his keen apprecistion to Mr.Longo and Mr.Me-
riggiola for their ceaseless support of him in his work, and to the Vice-
Pragsidents Mr.von Esnnme and Mr.Braunsechweiz, whe had left thelr posts
after lengthy service in the cause of the IAJ.

Mr.,de Miranda Resa expressed his keen appreciation to The members of the
Jouneil and assured them that he would do everything in his power to work
for the success of the IAJ, to which he had moreover been devoted act-
ively and unirterruptedly for 14 years.

Mr.Erings read out the conclusions approved by the First Study Commission
on the protection of human rights by the judiciary, and informed Sae
audience that examination of the different problems related to this issue
would be taken up again at Oslo.

Mr.Mosetto and Mr.Serevens then read out the conclusions of their comm-
issions, which had dealt with "The equality of husband and wife in family
life" and "The protection of the rights of the victim" respectively.

The memhers of the Council gave their approval to the conclusions as
adopted. After btrief consultation, they then deecided that the following
vear, while the First Commission would continue its study of human rights.
the Second would examine the topic: "Legal rules t¢ be applied to un=
married eouples living together, in their relations with one another and
in the couple's relations with their common children” and the Third would
examine +he topict"The judge faced with juvenile delinquency”,

Tn this rezard the Secretary General underlined that at the United
Hations Congreas on Crime Preventiom and Treatment of Offenders, to be
neld in Milan from August 26 to September 6, 1985, & day would be set
aside for = seminar organized by the UNSDRI on juvenile delinquency. Mr.
Tillinger expressed the wish that the President of the Third Study
Commission or, where appropriate, other members of the Commission, might
be able to take part in this seminar in order to report there on the ocut-
come of the diseussions which would be held on this same Topic within

the Commission at Oalo.

The Secretary General then zave a summary account of the contents of a
letter desnatehed teo the TAJ by the association of Spanisah judges. The
latter informed the Asscciation of the serious m1SglVviDESR entertained by
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Spanish judges in relation to a bill lsid before Parliament by the
government. This bill proposed a reduction of seven years in the age
limit for judges and, inter alia, such changes to the traditional

syster of recruitine of Judges that it was feared lest they might enable
the executive to interfers in the choice of a guite considerable number
of judges, given that in a short $time an enormous number of Judges would
be retired should the bill become law, From the letter of the Speanish
Judges, ealling for suppert from the IAJ, the risk to the independence
of the judiciary in Spain appeared self-evident.

FPollowing brief censultation, the members of the Couneil decided that a
telegram should be sent by the Secretary General, expressing the concern
of the IAJ for the positicn of the Spanish judiciary in the wake of the
introduction of this bill. The Viee=President Mr.Walsh, who was due
shortly thereafter to visit Spain for other reasons, was given respons-—
ibilify for finding out more from the governing bodies of the Spanish
association regarding the situation there and the details of the bill:
ke was alsc requested to incorporate the outcome of his inguiry in a
repert te be communicated by the Secretariats to all member associations
and to be considered as zoon as possible by the Presidency Committee.

Finally the President, also in the name of all the members of the Council
and the Study Commissicns, expressed his keen appreciation to the
Liechtenatein judges for their warm, generous hospitality and for the
Perfect orgenizaticn of the meeting, which had thus beesn able to be very
succeasful.

Yollowing sustained spplause froom the audience, the President declared
the szession c¢losed, expressing his hope that he would see all the members
of the Council again the following year in Oslo.

The outgoing President The incumbent President The Secretary General
(Lars Erik Tillinger) (Felippe A.de Miranda Rosa) (Giovanni E.Longo)
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