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Written submissions – when do they turn from a help to a hindrance? 

 

 

In Taipei, Taiwan, we decided that in 2024, our Second Study Commission will focus on how writ-

ten submissions in civil litigations can turn from a help to a hindrance and whether there are limits 

on written submissions in our various jurisdictions. If so, what these limits include.  

 

We have limited the questionnaire to six questions and expect to receive short but concise answers. 

The questions are as follows:  

 

1. Are there limits for written submissions in civil litigations in your jurisdiction in terms of  

the maximum length?  

There are no limits. By exercising the authority to control litigation proceedings, the 

presiding judge may give instructions to parties regarding the length of written submissions, 

but no penalty would be imposed even when parties do not follow the instruction. 

 

2. Are there time limits for filing written submissions?  

The presiding judge may specify a time limit for filing written submissions (Article 162 

of the Code of Civil Procedure). 

 

  3. Are there limits in terms of a maximum number of additional submissions in a case?  

         There are no limits. By exercising the authority to control litigation proceedings, the 

presiding judge may give instructions to parties regarding the number of written submissions, 

but no penalty would be imposed even when parties do not follow the instruction. 

     

    4. Are there rules, including penalties or cost implications, for breaches of these requirements?  

Even when parties fail to meet the time limit for filing written submissions, no penalty 

would be imposed only because of this. If a party fails to meet the time limit for filing written 

submissions intentionally or through gross negligence and the court finds that this will cause 

a delay in the conclusion of litigation, the court may dismiss the allegations or evidence 

described in the written submissions (Article 157, paragraph (1) of the Code of Civil 



Procedure). If a party causes a delay in litigation by failing to meet the time limit for filing 

written submissions, the court may have that party bear all or part of the court costs incurred 

due to the delay even if that party wins the case (Article 63 of the same Code). 

 

    5. Are these limits or requirements effective in terms of reducing the number and length of 

written submission and the time spent preparing for and determining a case?  

          As these limits are imposed by the presiding judge at their own discretion on a case-by-

case basis, we cannot provide a general answer as to whether these limits are effective. 

 

6. What is the effect of written submissions on any hearing which subsequently takes place?  

Oral arguments shall be prepared in writing (Article 161, paragraph (1) of the Code of 

Civil Procedure). This is because, when a party orally enters a statement abruptly on a date 

for oral argument, the court and the other party would find it difficult to understand the 

content of the statement, and the other party would be unable to instantly prepare a 

counterargument, in which case proceedings could not be conducted smoothly. 

 

 7. Comments or suggestions as to what could otherwise prove to be effective  

          We have no particular comments. 

 


