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NEWSLETTER
HIGHLIGHTS OF IAJ IN 2020

Dear Colleagues,
2020 will be another crucial year

for IAJ. While celebrating our 67th

anniversary and before holding our 63rd

annual world meeting in San José (Costa
Rica) we’ll be focusing on a number of
activities both at regional and global level.

Let me recall here some of the
challenges we are going to face in the
upcoming year. 

Three working groups have to be
set up and start working in 2020, according
to the decisions taken in Nur-Sultan last
September by the Central Council. 

a) The first one deals with the new
monitoring procedure. Very soon I’ll send a
letter to the first group of 31 associations that
will be scrutinized. The procedure approved

by the Central Council is rather complex and needs a maximum of co-operation by national Associations. The relevant WG will be
presided over by IAJ Vice-President Mikael Sjoberg; Regional Groups will have to elect two members for any Group during their
spring meetings (Arlington, Asumpcion, Dakar and Porto).

b) The second WG will deal with possible statutory reforms of the rules of voting. It will be presided over by IAJ
President Tony Pagone and will include me as one of its members. Additionally, each of the Regional Groups Presidents will have
to designate very soon two members, representing the same Groups. The works will be started by the Presidency Committee during
its next meeting in Verona (Italy) in June this year.

c) The third WG will study the problem of offering and organising assistance to individual judges who find themselves in
difficult positions because of their role as judges. The IAJ PC designated as President of such Group Sir Nicholas Blake (UK) and
the composition has already been approved by the same PC. It has already started its work.

Of course more information on this activity is available both in this newsletter and in the official documents of our
Organisation: minutes of the meetings, acts of conferences, resolutions, declarations, recommendations, etc., all available in our
web site (https://www.iaj-uim.org).  

As far as the Regional Groups are concerned, they will be respectively meeting as follows:
a) IBA: Asumpcion (Paraguay), in April 2020; 
b) African RG: Dakar (Senegal), on 14-17 April, 2020;
c) EAJ: Porto (Portugal), on 14-16 May, 2020;
d) ANAO: Arlington (USA), on 18-19 May, 2020.
As usual, on the agendas of the Regional Groups we’ll find national and continental problems affecting judicial

independence, draft resolutions and other initiatives of that kind. A special attention will be devoted to the three above mentioned
Working Groups, instituted by votes of the Central Council in Nur-Sultan. 

The Presidency Committee will be meeting in Verona (Italy) on 5-7 June, 2020.
Very soon you’ll receive the four questionnaires of the Study Commissions. As usual I ask you to kindly comply with the

deadlines that will be set by the SC Presidents for sending the national reports and replies. In the part of this newsletter dedicated to
the Central Council meeting in Nur-Sultan you may find the titles of the subjects to be dealt with during this year. 

In the meantime, may I wish you all the best for this 2020, hoping that it will be full of achievements in our neverending
fight for the Rule of Law and the protection of Judicial Independence all over the world.

Giacomo Oberto
Secretary-General of the IAJ
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MEETING OF THE IAJ CENTRAL COUNCIL IN NUR-SULTAN 
(SEPTEMBER 2019)

1. Introduction – Institutional life of the IAJ
The Central Council of the International Association of Judges held its 62nd annual meeting in Nur-Sultan (Kazakhstan),

with the co-operation of the Kazakh Association of Judges, on 16, 17 and 19 September, 2019. Besides the Presidency Committee
and the Secretariat-General, 62 member associations were present (in attendance or by proxy), as well as delegates from observer
countries and IAJ representatives before International Bodies and Institutions. President Pagone warmly thanked the hosting
Association and submitted his report. The Assembly heard and discussed as well the reports by the Secretary-General and the
Presidents of the four Regional Groups.

Two new member Associations were admitted by the Central Council: Lebanon and New Zealand.
As far as the IAJ Consitution is concerned, the Assembly rejected two proposals for amendments concerning,

respectively, the possibility to admit in the IAJ “regional associations or groups representing judges from the Caribbean and Pacific
Islands” and the possibility to admit as affiliate members “international associations or representative groups of judges.”

A substantial reform was approved as to the monitoring procedure envisaged by article 13 of the Regulations. The new
procedure for the regular monitoring of all member associations and the annexed questionnaire are now available in our web site in
all IAJ official languages (for the English version see: https://www.iaj-uim.org/statute/). Very soon the Secretariat-General will
contact the first group of 31 associations which have to comply with the new complex procedures approved by the Centra Concil in
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Nur-Sultan.

2. Reports by the Presidents of the Study-Commissions. Selection of the new subjects for 2020
President Pagone called on the Presidents of the four Study Commissions to report on the conclusions of the Commissions

on their respective subjects: 
- 4th Study Commission - Mrs. Julie Dutil: “Harassment, in a broad sense –moral and sexual– and its consequences on

labour relations”
- 1st Study Commission - Mr. Walter Barone: “Social media and the judiciary: 1) how best to respond to unfair comments

about judges made on social media; 2) use of social media by judges and courts: opportunity or danger”;
- 2nd Study Commission - Mr. Thomas Cyr: “Problems, large and small, in the financing of litigation”;
- 3rd Study Commission – Vice-President Mr. Dieter Freiburghaus: “The Media in Criminal Cases: Protecting the Integrity

of the Proceedings and Communications with the Media”.
The Presidents also proposed the subjects to be dealt
with by the Study Commissions in 2020: 
- 1st Study Commission: “Disciplinary proceedings

and judicial independence”;
- 2nd Study Commission: “How data protection rules

are impacting on civil litigation”; 
- 3rd Study Commission: “Communication in

criminal court rooms”;
- 4th Study Commission: “Corruption in the

workplace: How does it affect employees?”.
The Central Council approved the conclusions as
well as the proposed topics for 2020. 
As usual, all documents of the four IAJ Study

Commissions are available in our web site:
https://www.iaj-uim.org/study-commissions/.

3. Creation of New Working Groups
The Central Council decided in Nur-Sultan to mandate the Presidency Committee to set up three different Working

Groups.
The first one is the Group which is statutorily charged to inquire into the replies to the questionnaires of the new Regular

Monitoring Procedure, according to Article 13 of the IAJ Regulations. Its composition will be finalised during the meetings of the
four Regional Groups (see above). 

The second WG will study possible statutory changes on the rules of voting. Actually, the voting procedures in
Kazakhstan showed that there was disagreement between common law and civil law countries in matter of interpretation, what
should be avoided. The WG could limit its work to the voting only and it should be composed of more than one person speaking
English but above all by people representing the two legal traditions. Honorary President Woratsch said that the Council of
Honorary Presidents was just evaluating whether the Constitution needed some amendments, not only with reference to the voting
system but also concerning the admission procedure and the sanctions for non-compliance with statutory duties. The composition
and definition of tasks and working methods will be finalised during the next meeting of the PC in Verona, in June 2020. 

The third WG is about the problem of offering assistance to individual judges who find themselves in difficult positions
because of their role, keeping in mind that the IAJ cannot give legal assistance but may arrange some form of referral to pertinent
contact points. This WG has already started working under the presidency of Sir Nicholas Blake (UK).

4. Pictures of the Event in Nur-Sultan
A set of pictures taken during the different IAJ

meetings in Nur-Sultan (september 2019) has been made
available by our Kazach colleagues and are available at the
following web address:

https://www.iaj-uim.org/news/iaj-annual-meeting-
in-nur-pictures/. 
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IAJ AND IACA INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE FORUM IN NUR-SULTAN 
(18TH SEPTEMBER, 2019)

On 18th September, 2019, in the framework of the 62nd IAJ Annual Meeting held in Nur-Sultan (Kazakhstan), an
International Justice Forum took place, jointly organised by the IAJ and the IACA (International Association for Court
Administration), on the following subject: “Managing Quality of Justice. Global Trends and Best Practices.” Presentations are
available in our web site, under the following URL: https://www.iaj-uim.org/news/international-justice-forum-in-nur-sultan-
kazakhstan-18th-september-2019-managing-quality-of-justice/. 
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 “ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS” INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE IN BAKU (AZERBAIJAN) 

(15TH NOVEMBER, 2019) 

On November 15th, 2019 an International
Conference on the subject of “Artificial Intelligence
and Human Rights” was held in Baku (Azerbaijan),
under the organisation of the CEPEJ (Commission
Européenne pour l’efficacité de la justice – European
Commission for the Efficiency of Justice) of the
Council of Europe. IAJ Secretary-General Giacomo
Oberto, in his capacity of President of the SATURN
Centre for Judicial Time Management of the CEPEJ
submitted a presentation, available under the following
link:

• Judic ia lTime Management – Tools
Developed by CEPEJ SATURN Centre to
Prevent Violations of Article 6 of ECHR -

https://www.giacomooberto.com/Oberto_Baku_Presentation.htm. 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE ITALIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES (ANM) 
AND THE ARGENTINEAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES (FAM)

(19TH SEPTEMBER, 2019)

In Nur-Sultan (Kazakhstan), on the occasion
of the 62nd annual meeting of the  International
Association of Judges, on 19th September,
2019, the National Association of Judges and
Prosecutors of Italy (A.N.M.), represented by
Mr. Giuliano Caputo, Secretary General, and
the Argentinean Association Federacion
Argentina de la Magistratura y de la función
judicial (FAM), represented by its President
Mr. Ariel Ariza, signed a memorandum of
understanding with the aim of promoting,
between the two organizations, cooperation
and cultural and scientific confrontation in
different sectors, with particular reference to
the values of associations, to training and
specialization of judges and improvement of
the judicial function.

• See the memorandum of understanding between ANM and FAM (Italian):
https://www.iaj-uim.org/iuw/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/protocollo-intesa-tra-anm-e-federazione-argentina-magistrati-
19sett19.pdf.

• Ver convenio marco de cooperacion between ANM and FAM (Spanish):
https://www.iaj-uim.org/iuw/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/convenio-marco-de-cooperacion-tra-anm-e-federacion-
argentina-de-la-magistratura-19sett19.pdf.

• Information provided in the web site of the Italian Association:
http://www.associazionemagistrati.it/doc/3231/protocollo-dintesa-tra-lassociazione-nazionale-magistrati-e-la-federacion-
argentina-de-la-magistratura-y-de-la-funcion-judicial.htm.
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EU LAW TRAINING IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE FOR EUROPEAN NOTARIES AND
JUDGES
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The project “EULawInEN” , co-funded by the European Commission’s DG Justice and Consumers, Justice Programme,
has started in 2019 its activities, which will continue in 2020. The International Association of Judges (IAJ), which is partner
together with the Fondazione Italiana del Notariato (Coordinator), the Cassa Nazionale del Notariato and the Notary Chambers of
Bulgaria and Hungary,  following a selection procedure, has guaranteed the participation of 2 judges in each of the 3 participating
countries: Bulgaria, Hungary and Italy, to training courses held in the concerned Countries. 

In 2020 a seminar on the subject of “Succession and Family law in practice” will take place on January 27-28 th, 2020, in
Budapest (Hungary).  

For more information on the project, please visit the website:www.eulawinen.eu ). Newsletter: https://www.iaj-
uim.org/iuw/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Newsletter-Nr.2_28.03.2019_.pdf. 

IAJ AND EAJ AT THE 34TH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE ITALIAN
ASSOCIATION (GENOA – ITALY, 30TH NOVEMBER, 2019)

During the 34th National Congress of the Italian Association of Judges and Prosecutors (Associazione Nazionale
Magistrati – ANM) in Genoa, Italy, the IAJ and the EAJ was represented by the Secretary-General Giacomo Oberto and the Polish
Delegate Bogdan Jędrys. 

Both took the floor to convey the wishes of our Organisation and to submit official presentations.
• The Web Site of the Congress: https://www.congressoanm2019.it/ 
• The Programme of the Congress: https://www.associazionemagistrati.it/allegati/programma-definitivo.pdf 
• Bogdan JĘDRYS, The Current Situation of the Judiciary in Poland: https://www.iaj-uim.org/iuw/wp-

content/uploads/2019/11/Presentation-Genova-November-2018-do-wys%C5%82ania-1.pdf  
• Giacomo OBERTO, La separazione dei poteri e l’ordinamento giudiziario: 

https://www.giacomooberto.com/Oberto_La_separazione_dei_poteri_e_l’ordinamento_giudiziario.pdf 
• Speeches of Giacomo Oberto and Bogdan Jedrys:

https://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/591456/xxxiv-congresso-nazionale-dellassociazione-nazionale-magistrati-in-nome-del-
popolo. 
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IAJ AND EAJ RECENT INITIATIVES CONCERNING POLAND

On 16th October 2019, Mr. Tony Pagone, as President of the IAJ, wrote and adressed an open letter to the President of
Poland, Mr Andrzej Duda, as regards the IAJ concerns about the threats to the independence of the judiciary and to the Rule of Law.

The text of the letter is available here:
https://www.iaj-uim.org/iuw/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/IAJ-Ltr-to-President-Poland-.-161019.pdf. 
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On 20th December, 2019, Mr. Igreja José Matos, President of the European Association of Judges, Regional Group of the 
IAJ, sent a letter sent to the attention of the President of the European Commission, Mrs. Ursula von der Leyen, as regards the very 
serious situation of judiciary in Poland. 

The text of the letter is available here:
https://www.iaj-uim.org/iuw/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Letter-Poland_-EU-Commission_December-2019.pdf. 
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