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Unemployment benefits 

Introductory remarks:  
Unemployment is commonly defined as a condition (being without work), a desire (for 
work), a need (income from work)  and an activity (seeking work).  Only if someone 
satisfies all of these criteria he is classified as unemployed in the sense of this 
questionnaire.  
There are different means to improve the economic security of the unemployed  like  

unemployment insurance benefits (where contributions are paid to earn 
 entitlements to compensatory income),  

unemployment assistance (public welfare),  
labour market policy (state-provided combination of training or jobs coupled with 
 income transfers; “public works”, in which the unemployed are obliged to 

take a training course or a job provided or subsidized by the state, in 
return for an income transfer),  

employment or wage transfers ( a sum or money or tax credit paid either to the 
 worker on being hired or to the firm hiring the unemployed) or  

citizenship income grants (unconditional basic income paid as a citizenship right 
 to all, including the unemployed).  

The purpose of this questionnaire is on the one hand to provide  an overview on the 
scope of all means, which are used in the different countries, and on the other hand on 
the legal systems regarding unemployment insurance as a part of the social security 
system. 
 
1. What means of improving the economic security of the unemployed  are used in your 
country?  Give an overview. 
 
2. Have You got a social security system regarding unemployment  ? 
 
3. Is this social security system mandatory? 
 
4. Who pays  contributions to this social security system. 
 
5. How high are these contributions. 
 
6. What are the conditions for entitlement to  unemployment benefits (time of paying 
contributions; availability to work; leaving the last job only with good cause……)?  
  
7. How high are unemployment benefits (percentage of last income)? 
 
 
Send Your answers before the 1rst of August to  
IAJ-UIM  secretariat@iaj-uim.org 
Gerhard Kuras  gerhard.kuras@justiz.gv.at 
Bron Philippe philippe.bron@just.fgov.be 
Judith Sneider  judith.snider@fct-cf.ca 


