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L. In the very year we commemorate the 40" anniversary of the United Nations Basic Principles on the
Independence of the Judiciary (adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1985), and the 30th anniversary
of the Judges’ Statute in Africa (adopted by the IAJ in 1995), the Presidency Committee of the
International Association of Judges received news that the Government of the Republic of Niger has
dissolved the Syndicat Autonome des Magistrats du Niger (SAMAN)—a free association of judges and
prosecutors in that country, and a member of the International Association of Judges since 1997.

This decision, enacted by Decree No. 000586/MISP/AT/SG dated 7 August 2025, issued by the Minister
of the Interior of the Republic of Niger, was followed on 14 August 2025 by the removal from the
judiciary of SAMAN’s Secretary-General. These actions have already provoked strong reactions within

the country, as evidenced by official statements from the Bar Association of the Republic of Niger.

II. The Presidency Committee of the International Association of Judges emphasises that numerous

international instruments affirm the right of judges to freely associate.

Notably:

. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 20.1), adopted by the UN General Assembly
on 10 December 1948;

. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), adopted on 16 December 1966
(Article 22).

. The ILO Conventions, particularly Convention No. 87 on Freedom of Association and

Protection of the Right to Organise, and Convention No. 98 on the Right to Organise and Collective
Bargaining;

. The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (Article 10);

These instruments guarantee all individuals—including judges—the right to form and join associations,
and to defend their professional interests.

At the European level, the Consultative Council of European Judges (CCJE) of the Council of Europe
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has affirmed these rights in:

. Opinion No. 3 (2002) on “The principles and rules governing judges’ professional conduct” (para.
27);
. Opinion No. 23 (2020) on “The role of associations of judges in supporting judicial

independence” (Chapter IX).

III. The right of judges to associate is explicitly recognised in:

. The UN Basic Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary (para. 9);

. The Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct (paras. 4-6);

. The Universal Charter of the Judge, adopted by the IA] on 14 November 2017 (Article 3.5);

. The Judges’ Statute in Africa, adopted by the IA] in 1995 (principle XIV);

. The Third Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers

(24 June 2019), Recommendation 107.
At the national level, Article 31 of Law No. 2004-50 of 22 July 2004 of the Republic of Niger states:
“Judges and prosecutors may form associations or trade unions in accordance with the laws and

regulations in force, provided that their independence and the dignity of justice are maintained.”

IV. The right of judges to associate is not merely a personal entitlement—it serves the interests of the
judiciary and society at large. It enables judges and judicial institutions to safeguard their independence
from other branches of government.

Nigerien judges and prosecutors, under trade union law, enjoy the freedom to join unions, participate in
union activities, and represent their colleagues in forums for social dialogue. They may collectively express
views on matters concerning the administration of justice, institutional reforms, and the defence of
judicial independence.

This is not a privilege granted by the government—it is an inalienable right.

The dissolution of SAMAN threatens to place Nigerien justice under political control. Without the
protection of their association, judicial representatives who are unjustly targeted or sanctioned will be

left vulnerable. SAMAN has served as a vital counterbalance to political interference.

V. In light of the aforementioned principles and the recent actions of the Government of the Republic

of Niger concerning SAMAN, the Presidency Committee of the International Association of Judges—
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representing 92 judicial associations across all continents—states the following:

. The right of judges to form associations is enshrined in international principles endorsed by
supranational organisations to which the Republic of Niger is a party;

. This right serves the interests of society as a whole and of every individual citizen;

. No executive authority has the right to dissolve judicial associations or punish their
representatives—undermining their security of tenure—without grave and lawful justification, subject to
the remedies provided by the legal system;

. Governmental actions must always align with universally accepted principles of judicial
independence, in order to preserve the right of judges and citizens to access impartial courts and enjoy
freedoms protected by an independent judiciary;

. The Presidency Committee of the IA] therefore urges the executive branch of the Republic of
Niger to withdraw the aforementioned decrees concerning the Syndicat Autonome des Magistrats du Niger

(SAMAN) and its Secretary-General.
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