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The African Group of the International Association of Judges is following with deep
concern the developments affecting the judicial authority in Tunisia. Since the dissolution
of the High Judicial Council and the establishment of a provisional body lacking the
necessary guarantees of independence, several decisions and practices have directly
undermined the statutory rights of judges, the separation of powers, and the fundamental
principles of the rule of law.

In this context, the case of Judge Hammadi Rahmani is of particular gravity. After
obtaining a ruling from the Administrative Court ordering his reinstatement in the
judiciary, as well as a decision by the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights
suspending the decree of dismissal and thereby affirming his judicial immunity and the
protection of his status, he has nonetheless been subjected to prosecution and sentenced
to eighteen months of imprisonment. This conviction was handed down despite binding
judicial decisions and in violation of international standards guaranteeing the
independence of judges and the right to a fair trial. It sets an extremely dangerous
precedent, not only for Tunisia but for the entire region, in that it calls into question the
binding nature of judicial decisions and the authority of law itself.

Meanwhile, the Association of Tunisian Judges, which remains one of the principal voices
defending judicial independence, is facing increasing pressure, including prosecutions,
obstacles to its institutional activities, and attempts to intimidate its leadership. These
actions appear aimed at silencing judges who speak out in defence of constitutional
principles and the country’s international commitments.

In light of this situation, the African Group expresses its full solidarity with the
Association of Tunisian Judges and with all judges subjected to pressure or reprisals. It
calls upon the Tunisian authorities to immediately comply with the decisions of the
Administrative Court and the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights, and to restore
the institutional guarantees essential to the functioning of an independent judiciary.



The defence of Judge Hammadi Rahmani is not only the defence of a magistrate unjustly
convicted; it is the defence of the independence of the entire Tunisian judiciary. The
African solidarity of judges is a constant commitment, and it will be expressed here and
now, with determination, responsibility, and fidelity to the universal values of justice.
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